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Mirzaani Ethnographic Area
Executive Summary

Ethnographic Corner will be arranged at Niko Pirosmanashvili State Museum (village Mirzaani)
on the basis of cooperation between the Georgian Arts and Culture Center (LP) and the National
Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of Georgia (PP4) within the framework of the project
"Tourism, Heritage and Creativity".

Creation of heritage craft studios within the ethnographic corner at the museum will allow
artisans/crafts makers to produce heritage based products and continue the tradition of
intangible cultural heritage; will allow local community to engage in the continuous cognitive-
educational process, and on the other hand provide the space to familiarize visitors and tourists
with the Georgian intangible culture and hands-on production process. Therefore, the Mirzaani
Museum will be one of the destinations within the cross-border rout and serve as a good example
of incorporation creative tourism offers in cultural sites.

Various creative activities, such as pottery and carpet weaving will be carried out in the
Ethnographic Corner- heritage craft studios.

In 2011, "Linecube" LLC prepared a schematic design of the ethnographic area. The design was
corrected by the Design Service of the National Agency for Cultural Heritage Preservation of
Georgia in 2021. The corrected design envisages development of the ethnographic area,
arrangement of the new space and rehabilitation of the wine-cellar. At the same time,
infrastructure, including paths and amphitheater will be arranged.

The new architectural space of the ethnographic area consists of four rooms with the area of
17.0 m? (in total — 68 m?* extension area - 92.0 m?), which will be arranged on an sloped terrain
and will be distanced from each other at the height of 0.50 m. Each building will have an
individual roof.

The roof will be made on the wooden farm structure and will be covered by tiles.

From functional point of view, ceramics and weaving studios will be arranged in the rooms. A
space will be allocated for exposition of locally created items and for the studio manager.

The building of the wine-cellar is next to the new space. There are up to 7 "Qvevris" (clay vessels
for wine) in the wine-cellar. The walls are built with concrete blocks. The building has no
foundation. There is no door in the entrance aperture. Structural cracks are observed on walls.
The structure is roofed by tiles.

The design envisages making a foundation for the existing wine-cellar. Disfigured concrete walls
will be covered by a mixed brick and cobblestone masonry. The condition of the existing tiles is
good, so only the damaged tiles will be replaced.

As for the yard improvement, a terrace will be made from the wine-cellar fagade in the direction
of the new space. Due to alternation of elevations between terraces, two-step stairs will be
located between the elevations. An amphitheater will be arranged at the end of the terrace.

The design envisages power supply, as well as installation of water and sewage system.
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Photos describing current Situation
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